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You want to improve your knowledge on marketing of agro-food, vocational training, internationalization, innovation or support to SMEs and increase the capacity of your Chamber in one of these topics…

You want to promote Turkey among the European business community …
Join one of the Four ETCF II Study visits in the EU!
The second phase of the “Civil Society Dialogue - EU-Turkish Chambers Forum” (ETCF- II) which is implemented by the Association of European Chambers of Commerce and Industry (EUROCHAMBRES) in co-operation with the Union of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges of Turkey (TOBB) and co-financed by the European Union, was launched in June 2011. The project runs for 24 months.

The overall aim of ETCF II is to strengthen mutual knowledge and understanding between Turkish Chambers and Commodity Exchanges and their counterparts in the EU, thus promoting the integration of EU and Turkish business communities and ensuring a stronger awareness of the opportunities and challenges of Turkey’s accession to the EU.
One of the project components is to increase the institutional capacity of Turkish Chambers and enhance the understanding and knowledge on Turkey within the European business community through the organization of four study visits in the EU.

The proposed visits are:
· “International marketing of agro-food”  organized  by Belgian Chambers in March 2012*
· “Vocational training and internationalization” organized by the Austrian Chamber of Economy (WKO) in June 2012 *
·  “Development of SMEs: supports provided in the creation / development of the companies as well as in transfer of businesses” organized by Paris CCI and Seine & Marne CCI - autumn 2012 *
· “Innovation and internationalization” organized  by the Polish Chamber of Commerce – Winter 2012-2013 *
* These dates are indicative
Organization of the visits

Each study visit will last between 3 to 5 days.
Each visit will include training sessions and site visits linked to the specific topic(s). You will have the opportunity to meet your European counterparts to find out about the services they provide to their members. You will also meet representatives from national, regional, local institutions and organizations.

At least half a day will be dedicated to an information day on Turkey. You will have the opportunity to promote Turkey (Turkish market and its opportunities, main problems faced by Turkish businesses to adapt to EU requirements, main areas for future cooperation, etc) as well as your region and organization. 
These visits will also be an opportunity for intensive networking.
The visits will be hosted and coordinated by the European Chambers.

You will receive a more detailed programme of the visit once you will be selected.

You can participate in one of the visits if you:
· are a full-time Chamber employee for at least 1 year

· are perfectly fluent in English

· wish to acquire and apply sound knowledge on one of the proposed topics 

· want to support the competitiveness of companies in Turkey and improve mutual understanding between business communities in the EU and in Turkey
In total 60 Turkish Chamber executives will be selected to participate in these visits. Approximately 15 Turkish Chamber executives will participate in each study visit.

Financial information 
The project will cover your travel costs (Economy class flight tickets, train or bus tickets). You will receive per diems for your meals and accommodation during the study visit (European Commission official rate: € 175 / day). 
How to apply

If you are interested in participating in one of the visits, please submit the application form with CV by e-mail to Pinar Erdem erdem@eurochambres.eu by Wednesday 18th January 2012.
Participants in the study visits will be selected on the basis of their experience, knowledge of English and motivation.

